Japanese Imari plate, Genroku period, circa 1700
POA

Japanese Imari plate, Genroku period, ¢.1700, decorated in underglaze blue, overglaze enamels and
gilt highlights with a central roundel containing a jardiniere of foliate peony upon a wooden platform
within a double circle, the cavetto with boughs of flowering prunus, chrysanthemum, peony, bamboo
and paulownia; the rim with a band scrolling gilt against a blue ground with eight alternating floral
cartouches, the reverse with three branches of blossoming plum, the base with concentric circles in
underglaze blue and typical spur marks.

Condition: Good

Notes:

The flowers represented on this dish commonly appear within Japanese and Chinese design
collectively to allude to the passing of time and cyclical transformation across the four seasons.
Individually, too, they are symbolic. For example, bamboo represents perseverance and
steadfastness through difficult times, as it does not wither and remains green and verdant during the
cold, dark winter months; it is also hollow and so bends easily rather than snapping, thus is able to
withstand strong winds. Meanwhile, the chrysanthemum is perhaps one of the best known flower-
symbols in Japan, having been adopted as the official emblem of the Imperial Family. From ancient
times it represented one of the flowers of the four seasons, and symbolised autumn while also being
associated with longevity.
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